appendix I
National Minorities
" No people oppressing other peoples can be free."—marx a.nd engels.
there are many achievements of which the Soviet Government can
be justly proud, but of none so proud as of its solution to the problem
of national minorities. If the Revolution had done nothing else, it
would have been worth while for the liberation from a life of op-
pression, poverty, disease, and darkness, unimaginable to Europeans,
of millions of inhabitants of those varied regions which comprise the
U.S.S.R. Russia proper, where Russian was the native language,
was but a small part of that vast Empire over which the Tsar ruled
as the " Tsar of all Russia." The title is significant. Whatever the
race or nationality may have been before absorption into the Empire,
immediately after it became " Russia." The active policy pursued by
the Tsars and their Ministers was to Russianise, outwardly, at least,
every nationality. The census of 1926 underestimates when it gives
the number of nationalities as 157, and the number of languages 147,
reaching 200 with dialects. In the days of the Tsar there was only one
language recognised—Russian. Even such comparatively well-
developed countries as the Ukraine and White Russia were not
allowed to use their own language, but were compelled to give all
their education in Russian. This prohibition to give education in any
but the Russian language applied to the whole Empire. In practice,
however, Tsarist officials were not in a position to enforce this law
throughout the whole of its Asiatic provinces. In some of them there
remained Mohammedan schools, which, possibly unconsciously, were
yet a support of Tsarist Imperialism.
The Imperial Ministry for Public Instruction, writing on the subject
of nationalities, says: " The development and improvement of the
native dialects, and the development of cultural education among the
native population by these means, do not enter into the plan of the
Government." The Seventh Congress of Noblemen was more out-
spoken: " The Russian State School must be Russian and national-
istically patriotic. . , . The Russian language must uncompromisingly
predominate; all education must be carried on in Russian. Russia is
a conglomeration of different nationalities; why should we deliber-
ately create separation to which each nationality is prone ? It behoves
us noblemen to say the school must be Russian, and Russia for the
Russians."

